A sensitive method for testing the effect of immunoglobulin binding factor on Ig secretion by hybridoma B cells.
A microtiter plate assay to detect the effect of immunoglobulin binding factor (IBF) on Ig secretion by hybridoma B cells is described. This technique permits the analysis of Ig secretion by only 200-400 hybridoma B cells using a PFC assay and an ELISA, and therefore increases the IBF/cell number ratio. This increase allows the detection of a strong IBF-mediated inhibitory effect on Ig secretion by hybridoma B cells, which is otherwise difficult to obtain reproducibly. The technique is simple, does not require any transferring step and is convenient, since it permits large numbers of samples to be tested. It can be extended to test IBF for all isotypes or other lymphokines that affect Ig secretion.